
� ow many of us remember watching
our friends, family or loved ones
opening the Christmas present we've

given them, quietly thinking to ourselves
about how we'd bought the gift in question in
a last-minute dash around a department store
a few days earlier?

We know of course that the `Just what I
always wanted' response, with its
accompanying half-raised smile, confirms the
effort you put into sourcing the present and
the amount of joy it has delivered. Similarly,
there are times when we've planned ahead, lovingly thought of what
we might buy that would really delight, and instead been rewarded with
a full smile and genuine pleasure as the original and unexpected item
is revealed from its wrapping.

If this year you would prefer the latter reaction to your gifts, then

read on, because in this article we not only
believe we can offer a Christmas full of joy,
but also help make the usually arduous task of
shopping a whole lot more pleasant, too.

So many larger towns, while usually the
first choice for shoppers, are predominately
served by national branded stores whose vast
range of products are the very same as the
ones that the person you are buying for is
almost certainly staring at every day as well,
wherever they may be in the country. How can
you hope to thrill them with something totally

unexpected if they have seen that very item and its price on another
shelf in another town only days before? 

Of course you'll always need to get some presents, for kids
especially, in larger multi-national stores but in Lymington you'll be
doing so in a relaxed manner with warm and convivial staff to attend to
you instead of hastily recruited temps just there for the season ± and
what nicer way to shop than in an old-fashioned toy shop like HE
Figures, where you can not only get all the latest things, but some
really wonderful things that may last in popularity for a lifetime.

So why is Lymington so different? Well, for a start the majority of
retailers in the town are independent businesses, whose proprietors
source much and in some cases all of their stock from a whole host of
international suppliers, who may be too individual and niche to fit the
mould of the superstore buyers or are young manufacturers still below
the radar of the bigger names. 

Lymington offers in rich abundance all these special treats
throughout the whole town and therefore gives you the opportunity to
make sure that your presents this year will not be run-of-the-mill
average but, instead, inspired, personal, eclectic and delightful.

This town, if you've never been, is a jewel at the foot of the New
Forest whose location on the Solent and surrounded by the New Forest
is rather like The Secret Garden in the book of that name, with
Brockenhurst or Beaulieu serving as the doorway between the two
worlds. It boasts one of the oldest charter markets in the country, held
every Saturday in the main High Street where elegant Georgian facades
and hidden courtyards hide rows and rows of owner-run boutique
shops, bars, restaurants and hotels. 

The landmark Stanwell House Hotel & Restaurant has been
recently acquired and revived by new owners and provides a wonderful
`shoppers' base camp'. Its bistro and seafood restaurants are widely
revered. If you fancied making a weekend of it then the Stanwell, being
right on the High Street, could not be better placed for bouts of retail
heaven underpinned by a tranquil escape just moments away.

One couldn't hope to include every shop here despite the fact that
many more are spectacular, but a good place to start would be
Yasmin's at the very top of town and on the right in St Thomas Street,
where the flowers are as beautiful as they are unique. Place your
orders for displays, pop over the road to Apolonia Skurk for high-end
lingerie and underwear and then nip to Pod further down on the same
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“One of the best reasons for
dining in Lymington”

www.stanwellhouse.com
01590 677123

A CHOICE OF TWO DINING EXPERIENCES
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MatisÊFirmingÊ&ÊHydratingÊFacialsÊ
VitaminÊCÊFacial-allÊnaturalÊingredients
BlissfulÊRoseÊQuartzÊOrganicÊFacialÊ
WillowÊOrganicÊCandles,ÊOils,ÊgiftÊboxesÊ
CACIÊnon-surgicalÊfacelift-MenÊ&ÊWomenÊ
DrÊAthonenÕsÊAnti-AgeingÊClinicÊ
forÊMenÊ&ÊWomenÊ-ÊBotoxÊ-ÊRestylane

AromatherapyÊ-ÊaÊrelaxingÊsensoryÊheaven
BalineseÊmassageÊ-ÊhotÊherbalÊcompressÊ
EndermologieÊ-ÊeffectivelyÊtreatsÊcelluliteÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
LuxuriousÊManicureÊ&ÊPedicure-Waxing
ReflexologyÊ-ÊcreatesÊbalanceÊ&Êharmony

VitaManÊGroomingÊ-ÊbackÊtoÊnature...Ê
NativeÊAustralianÊingredientsÊhelpÊpreventÊ
pre-matureÊageingÊ&ÊsunÊdamageÊ
BackÊ&ÊScalpÊReviverÊ-ÊÊboostÊÊenergyÊlevelsÊ
withÊdeepÊtissueÊbackÊ&ÊscalpÊmassage
TheÊWorksÊ-ÊfacialÊmassageÊwithÊneck,Ê
shoulder,ÊchestÊ&ÊrelaxingÊfootÊmassageÊ
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Inspired...ÊthisÊChristmas
GiveÊutterlyÊpamperingÊpresents...
GiftÊVouchersÊareÊaÊjoyÊtoÊreceive
PrepareÊforÊtheÊpartyÊseason...Ê

BeautyÊ&ÊholisticÊwell-being
ÊÊÊÊÊforÊMenÊ&ÊWomen
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b
4ÊRoundhouseÊCourtÊStÊThomasÊStreetÊLymingtonÊSO41Ê9LY

Tel:Ê01590Ê678300Êwww.simply-b.com

side where queen of
style Polly's lavish
array of soft
furnishings, clothes,
gifts and
accessories are
more Fulham Road
than Hampshire, but
for that reason a
treasure trove for
great gifts. Look out
for the fabulous choice of coffee table books too which are handpicked
by Polly and I guarantee you won't find them anywhere else that easily. 

A little further down, Karen's Pet Market is a tick in the box for
those with furry friends and then maybe over the road to see some
antiques. The Kitchen Gallery is certainly worth a visit and if you're
tempted in there you'll also be tempted to pop in to Granite
Transformations. Maybe whilst you're planning a new kitchen for
Christmas `him indoors' could take the children up to His & Kids where
they offer top hairdressing with DVDs and other cool distractions and
then you'll be able to create your `grand design' in peace.

Once you've been back to pick up your flowers and been in the
other shops in St Thomas Street, perhaps stopping for coffee at The Ark
bookshop, we suspect you'll head towards the High Street. Don't miss
Jaeger, tucked away to the left in Rashley Mews as you gaze downhill
at the wonderful view of this perfect market town and the river and
green fields beyond. If you are visiting on market day (Saturday) then
we should also mention that these are not just any old market stalls,
and apart from great quality produce there's a host of very quirky stalls
like The New Forest Soap Company and an Italian delicatessen whose
wares would be well received in my stocking any time. 

Some may stop for coffee halfway down at Costa Coffee or keep to

the independent theme and head for Tres Bon, Lounges or Vanilla Pod
and others would sneak off to Peter and Nicola's `Lanes', just past
House of Flowers, another treat hidden away down Ashley Lane, where
you can enjoy fantastic food in a New England-style setting away from
the hustle and bustle. It would be a shame to miss Ama-La, which is
tucked away down another lane adjacent to The Cornish Pasty Co, a
favourite of local sailing hero Ben Ainslie. Here Vanessa's stunning mix
of items from the far corners of the earth would undoubtedly be hard to
find elsewhere. Of course Esprit, Henri Lloyd and so many more are all
here in the High Street too. Special mention must be made of two great

fashion pit stops:
Julia's Stanwells
(next door to the
hotel) and Yvette's
Thirty-Three, with
Phase 8 directly
opposite.

There are
several jewellers in
the town including
Barry Papworth's,
Hi-Ho Silver,

Buchanan's and Hadley's all of whom are in the main High Street and
it's worth a visit to Watches of Distinction where you can drop big hints
to your partner and browse some of the finest watches in the world.
For shoes ± from Crocs to Ilse Jacobsen and Clarks to Ruby & Ed
slippers ± Lymington has them all, and in fact there's so much choice
we can't possibly list them all. As for gifts, no trip to Lymington is
complete without a visit to the wonderful courtyards off the High Street
and of course the delightfully cobbled Quay Hill, Quay Street and
adjacent Gosport Street.

In the recently developed Angel Courtyard, just behind The Angel

A Skurk
polonia

Suppliers of fine cotton
- underwear
- nightwear
- leisurewear

Apolonia Skurk
8 Roundhouse Court
St Thomas Street
Lymington
Hampshire SO41 9LY
Tel: 01590 688 502
info@apoloniaskurk.com
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ELEGANT DESIGNER 
COLLECTIONS
Clothing · Handbags
Accessories & Shoes

Now open

PRETTY WOMAN

12 Angel CourtYard
Lymington
Hampshire
Tel: 01590 610055
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Hotel, some of the
fabulous shops
include Hicks, Plant
Nation, Enigma,
Simply Daisies, Le
Studio, Pretty
Woman, Maison
Cuisine and Kitchen
Matters. Earley
Court has Phase
Eight on the corner
and Belle Gray
inside. Basking Cod in Gosport Street provides more fun and frivolity
and could fill even the most grown-up stockings, while opposite, The
Control Zone is the answer to parents of addicted gaming fans. 

Kate & Nicki's Graze or the famous King's Head just down the road are
perfect for that early evening glass of wine but first be sure to visit all the
small and fantastic shops along the cobbles and down to The Quay. 

Tatty's is just superb with a variety of eccentric and exciting items
purely for the garden. Hide & Seek not only do Crocs but dresses to die
for and when you reach the fishing boats and `that' view, Yachtmail
Chandlery and Nauticalia will satisfy any father or grandfather at
Christmas time. The former also stocks a massive range of the very
coolest fashion labels and ski wear alongside all main nautical brands
of shoes and clothes and is associated with Animal in the High Street,
another important destination for those buying for the trendy and style
conscious.

In terms of those things you just have to buy at the bigger stores,
you'll find Lymington also has all the main names including
Waterstone's, where you can pick up your copy of Viewwhile you
browse among the books, and Waitrose, which in the locals' opinion is
one of the friendliest in the country as well as being one of their

flagship UK stores. To round off your productive day or weekend, on
your way home you could pop in to Waitrose and get everything else
you need in one go. Just imagine being able to put your feet up the
next day, smug in the knowledge your job is done!

So you see, Christmas shopping really needn't be a nightmare. Our
very top tip is to book a weekend away with your partner at one of the
many great B&Bs or hotels in or around the town. Include a couple of de-
stressing treats for you and your companion, such as a visit to the top
hairdressers or salons around Lymington like Simply B, No.11 The Salon,
Jason Jones and maybe a couple of nice meals, then at a measured and
comfortable pace enjoy the whole experience of shopping for your friends
and family while also giving yourself time to really buy them something
they're going to appreciate. If you can't stay all weekend, then come during
the week when it's slightly quieter perhaps. Either way, a trip to Lymington
not only gives you the chance to be original with your shopping, it also
provides a welcome relief from `clone town' and starts Christmas as you'd
like it to continue; full of happiness and joy!

Travel advice
Lymington is always busy on Saturday so our advice is to take the
gorgeous Heritage Line train from Brockenhurst where you'll be able to
park more easily . Alternatively, one of the many Wilts & Dorset bus
routes will bring you right into the centre of town. If you do have to
drive, then it is best to arrive in the town early and park in one of the
long-stay car parks. For more information about travelling to Lymington
visit www.lymington.com/transporttoandfromlymington

Hotels, bars, restaurants and B&Bs
Lymington is a popular destination all year round, so it is always best to
book in advance for accommodation and eating out. For more
information about the wide range of options available, go to
www.lymington.com/hotelsbarsetcmenu
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6 Angel Courtyard
Lymington SO41 9AP
tel 01590 675133
web:www.galleryandgifts.co.uk

As well as a huge range of 
photo frames we stock:
Jewellery · Wedding Gifts
Christening Gifts · Frith Sculpture
Original Art · Prints
Porcelain · Bespoke picture framing
...and a beautiful collection of 
very unusual gifts.

"Just what Lymington Needs" say our customers. 
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of Lymington
Suppliers of Fine Kitchen Cabinetry
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3 Angel Courtyard Lymington
Tel : 01590 688422 

Email: sales@enigma-furnishings.co.uk 
Web: www.enigma-furnishings.co.uk

Designers and importers of furniture
home furnishings and gifts from around the world

Located in Angel Courtyard, the new up and coming
shopping experience in the centre of Lymington

Coming events
Lymington is hosting a truly
wonderful weekend called The
Dreams Weekend on
December 8 and 9 in aid
of Dreams Come True,
a charity which
fulfils the dreams
of children who
are either
terminally or
seriously ill. It is
very much aimed at
families with young
children only, but for
anyone who fancies a
great Christmas
shopping trip it could
be the perfect day out.
On that particular weekend
parking will be extremely
limited if not impossible so
we would strongly
recommend that you take
advantage of South West Trains' themed `Dream Train' from Brockenhurst
where a park and ride service will be in operation at Brockenhurst College.
For more information visit www.thedreamsweekend.com

Lymington wishes all View readers a very happy Christmas and prosperous
new year and hopes that all your friends and family are reading this too so
that the presents you receive will be as wonderful as the ones you will now
be giving.
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