ow many of us remember watchir
our friends, family or loved ones
opening the Christmas present wi
given them, quietly thinking to ourselves
about how we'd bought the gift in questic
a last-minute dash around a department [
a few days earlier? L
We know of course that the “Just whi
always wanted' response, with its ,
accompanying half-raised smile, confirm:
effort you put into sourcing the present a
the amount of joy it has delivered. Similarny,
there are times when we've planned ahead, theingiy of what

read on, because in this article we not only
believe we can offer a Christmas full of joy,
but also help make the usually arduous task of
shopping a whole lot more pleasant, too.

So many larger towns, while usually the
first choice for shoppers, are predominately
served by national branded stores whose vast
range of products are the very same as the
ones that the person you are buying for is
almost certainly staring at every day as well,
wherever they may be in the country. How can
you hope to thrill them with something totally
unexpected if they have seen that very itempaice it another

we might buy that would really delight, and inste@acwarded withshelf in another town only days before?

a full smile and genuine pleasure as the ondinakapected item
is revealed from its wrapping.
If this year you would prefer the latter reactmur gifts, then
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Of course you'll always need to get some pfeséits,
especially, in larger multi-national storesLiyatiimgton you'll be
doing so in a relaxed manner with warm and Icetaffivi@m attend to
you instead of hastily recruited temps jusbthtbie $eason + and
what nicer way to shop than in an old-fashioskdpdike HE
Figures, where you can not only get all thenlagessthiut some
really wonderful things that may last in pofataaitifetime.

So why is Lymington so different? Well, fortlaestaajority of
retailers in the town are independent businésses pnoprietors
source much and in some cases all of theirstoekwhole host of
international suppliers, who may be too indintinathe to fit the
mould of the superstore buyers or are young mearafatii below
the radar of the bigger names.

Lymington offers in rich abundance all thesétepatsia
throughout the whole town and therefore givies gppdrtunity to
make sure that your presents this year willraotdfehe-mill
average but, instead, inspired, personal, ecléatiightful.

This town, if you've never been, is a jeweladttbéthe New
Forest whose location on the Solent and surbyutgeNew Forest
is rather like The Secret Garden in the bookaféawith
Brockenhurst or Beaulieu serving as the dooweay bie¢ two
worlds. It boasts one of the oldest charter nmatketsountry, held
every Saturday in the main High Street where@eggian facades
and hidden courtyards hide rows and rows ofunwmautique
shops, bars, restaurants and hotels.

The landmark Stanwell House Hotel & Restalreen has
recently acquired and revived by new ownersvates arovonderful
“shoppers' base camp'. Its bistro and seafoodhngéstare widely
revered. If you fancied making a weekend ofhetBeanwell, being
right on the High Street, could not be bettdrfplaoeuts of retail
heaven underpinned by a tranquil escape justsnaovagnt

One couldn't hope to include every shop heeetdedpitt that
many more are spectacular, but a good pladewoldthbe
Yasmin's at the very top of town and on the 8gfihbmas Street,
where the flowers are as beautiful as they aee Btage your
orders for displays, pop over the road to Apklokitor high-end
lingerie and underwear and then nip to Poddimthem the same
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side where queen ¢
style Polly's lavish
array of soft
furnishings, clothes
gifts and
accessories are
more Fulham Road
than Hampshire, bu
for that reason a
treasure trove for
great gifts. Look ou
for the fabulous choi¢e 6t cotfée table booksdio@ns handpickec
by Polly and | guarantee you won't find themrarghad¢hat easily
A little further down, Karen's Pet Market isnattiekox for
those with furry friends and then maybe ovexdthe see some
antiques. The Kitchen Gallery is certainly wsitthrad if you're
tempted in there you'll also be tempted to pdpranite
Transformations. Maybe whilst you're planningitchewfor
Christmas “him indoors' could take the childoeHisi& Kids where
they offer top hairdressing with DVDs and dtbestiemtions and
then you'll be able to create your “grand depiggce.
Once you've been back to pick up your flowegsrainthe

the independent theme and head for Tres Bon, hoWagéks Pod
and others would sneak off to Peter and Niao&ss just past
House of Flowers, another treat hidden away deyvhaksh where
you can enjoy fantastic food in a New Englasdtsityeway from
the hustle and bustle. It would be a shame Aomaits, which is
tucked away down another lane adjacent to Tdte Rzmtyi Co, a
favourite of local sailing hero Ben Ainslieahtssalg stunning mix
of items from the far corners of the earth wdoldtedly be hard to
find elsewhere. Of course Esprit, Henri Llogdreard/snore are all
here in the High Street too. Special mentior mastebof two great
fashion pit stops:
Julia's Stanwells
(next door to the
hotel) and Yvette's
Thirty-Three, with
Phase 8 directly
opposite.

There are
several jewellers in
the town including
Barry Papworth's,
Hi-Ho Silver,

other shops in St Thomas Street, perhaps stoppffgd at The ArkBuchanan's and Hadley's all of whom are in tiitighgtreet and

bookshop, we suspect you'll head towards thedéigld8n't miss
Jaeger, tucked away to the left in Rashley Mewgyageydownhill
at the wonderful view of this perfect marketridwheaiver and
green fields beyond. If you are visiting on dagrk®aturday) then
we should also mention that these are not jolst arayket stalls,
and apart from great quality produce there'soé erst quirky stalls
like The New Forest Soap Company and an Itatassds whose
wares would be well received in my stocking any time

Some may stop for coffee halfway down at CestarGaép to
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AromatherapyE-EaErelaxingEsensoryEhes
BalineseEmassageE-EhotEherbalEcompre
EndermologieE-EeffectivelyEtreatsEcellulit
LuxuriousEManicureE&EPedicure-Waxing
ReflexologyE-EcreatesEbalanceE&Eharmany
VitaManEGroomingE-EbackEtoEnature...E
NatlveEAustrallanEmgred|entsEheIpEprevent[
pre- matureEagelngE&EsunEdamageE

BackE&EScalpEReviverE-EEboostEEener
withEdeepEtissueEbackE&EscalpEmassag
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BeautyE&EholisticEwell-being
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Tel:E01590E678300Ewww.simply-b.com

it's worth a visit to Watches of Distinctionyeliecan drop big hints
to your partner and browse some of the finessvimttte world.
For shoes * from Crocs to llse Jacobsen anth ®abiys& Ed
slippers + Lymington has them all, and in fe'stshenuch choice
we can't possibly list them all. As for giftg to ltsimington is
complete without a visit to the wonderful caudifale High Street
and of course the delightfully cobbled QuayaiiiBii®et and
adjacent Gosport Street.

In the recently developed Angel Courtyard, justhetAngel



% '+ 1M H#& %
ng #k &8 (

&+ "($(&"  HH& 1 %R
(1% % (& ! +'(% "% %$(% '&

"0p 0p " [ )%+
" 0p Op" n(%&u# "0 ) "o ||(%% + "#

% %& | # ) "(%

* 0 4 1&H TN (%
%, "(%& MM







are either

Designers and importers of furniture
home furnishings and gifts from around the world

Located in Angel Courtyard, the new up and coming
shopping experience in the centre of Lymington

6 Angel Courtyard

Lymington SO41 9AP

tel 01590 675133
web:www.galleryandgifts.co.uk

- Wedding Gifts
Christening Gifts: Frith Sculpture
Original Art - Prints
Porcelain- Bespoke picture framing
...and a beautiful collection of
very unusual gifts.

"Just what Lymington Needs" say our customers.

3 Angel Courtyard Lymington
Tel : 01590 688422
Email: sales@enigma-furnishings.co.uk
Web: www.enigma-furnishings.co.uk

of Lymington
Suppliers of Fine Kitchen Cabi

I+ % ##)0& 0%$!% +&%
+ &$* +) +
0$!% +&%







